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#201 – Vehicle Response for Calls
Date Issued: 07/21/2010
Date Last Revised: NEW

Purpose:  

The purpose of this SOG is to clearly define our vehicle response.  Our ambulance (34-481) is our primary response vehicle.  Personal vehicles may have to be used for scene response or mutual aid.

Definition:  .
1. Code 1/Response 1 – (Non-emergent) No lights or siren. Do not exceed the speed limit. Obey all traffic laws.
2. Code 2/Response 2 - No lights or siren. Do not exceed the speed limit. Obey all traffic laws. Use of lights or siren when necessary due to traffic or other considerations.
3. Code 3/Response 3 – (Emergent) Use of lights and siren.
Guidelines:
1. All vehicle engines will be left running at all times unless the officer in charge indicates otherwise.
2. All vehicles will maintain a minimum of 300 feet interval during response to calls.  
3. Seat belts should be worn at all times.
4. There will be no smoking in any NSVAS vehicle.
5. While traveling response 3(Code 3 or 10-33), all vehicles shall come to a complete stop at all red lights and stop signs to check for other traffic before proceeding through the intersection.
6. Response code to the hospital will be determined by the primary EMT.
Response:.
1. 34-481 will respond as dispatch dictates.  Personally Owned Vehicles (POV’s) may be required to respond on a mutual aid request for Cerro Gordo County (Mason City Fire Dept.)  We DO NOT take 34-481 out of service for first response requests for mutual aid into Cerro Gordo County unless they specifically request 34-481.
On Scene:

1. Warning lights - Shall be used at the scene of any incident when the emergency vehicle is required to park in a traffic way or other area that may present a traffic hazard. They may also be used by the first emergency vehicle on a scene to help other responding units rapidly locate the scene.

2. Medical Incidents - Department vehicles arriving at the scene of a medical call in residential areas should normally use four way emergency flashers when they must park in a roadway. Operators may use warning lights when a clear traffic hazard exists despite the use of four way flashers.
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